THE ASSASSINATION 

Shadow on a Grassy Knoll 
The most trampled patch of greenery 
in America may well be the small knob 
above Elm Street in Dallas, close to 
the Texas School Book Depository. The 
grassy knoll owes its notoriety to con- 
spiracy-peddling critics of the Warren 
Commission who contend that an un- 
identified sniper on the knoll fired on 
John F. Kennedy. Last week new evi- 
dence appeared to support thp W^ p-on 
Commission’s conclusions that no bul- 
lets came from the knoll; that the two 
shots which killed Kennedy and wound- 
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nation, had made it appear to some eyes 
that a rifleman lay on a raised object 
atop the knoll. United Press Internation- 
al bought the film from Nix and per- 
suaded Massachusetts’ Itek Corporation, 
which specializes in sophisticated photo- 
graphic equipment and photographic- 
analysis processes, to find out what Nix’s 
camera really captured. Employing ad- 
vanced methods that were not available 
to the Warren Commission, Itek con- 
cluded in a 55-page report that 1) no 
one could be discerned on the suspect 
area of the knoll, 2) the purported fig- 
ure of a rifleman was actually a tree’s 
shadow, 3) the raised object was prob- 
ably a vehicle in a parking lot behind 
the knoll, and 4) because of abutments 
and other obstructions, it would have 
been virtually impossible to sharpshoot 
from the vehicle’s position on the knoll 
’Exhaustive «tnrii« » said Itek, “failed 
to^urnji£^njyjgj^vidence.’’ — 
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